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January 8, 2021 

Dear MASD Families, 

I hope that everyone spent time relaxing and enjoyed the much-needed holiday break.  I wish you 

all a Happy New Year, and I look forward to great successes in 2021 for our students!  This update serves 

as a reminder that we are planning for our students to return to school for in-person instruction beginning 

on Monday, January 11, 2021.  I am hopeful that we can stay open for the duration of the school year, but 

I remain cautious about staffing concerns in the event of an outbreak in our buildings.  As a reminder, 

there will be a three-hour early dismissal every Wednesday until further notice.  Detailed communication 

on this will be provided by each school. 

COVID-19 – Due to the continuing COVID-19 pandemic and guidance from the PA Department 

of Education, we ask all families to continue practicing social distancing, wear a mask or face covering 

and wash your hands frequently to help stop the spread of the virus.  The number of positive cases by 

school is continuously monitored and reported even for those students not currently in the buildings.  It is 

of utmost importance for parents and staff to contact school nurses with any updates for students, staff or 

anyone participating in extracurriculars who have tested positive or who are in quarantine, as the return to 

in-person instruction may be a school-by-school decision based on the number of cases.  The contact 

information for each of our school nurses is listed below. 

Mifflinburg Area High School   Mifflinburg Middle School 

Ms. Melanie Kerstetter    Ms. Emily Ewing 

570-966-8242     570-966-8292 

mkerstetter@mifflinburg.org   eewing@mifflinburg.org 

 

Mifflinburg Intermediate School   Mifflinburg Elementary School 

Ms. Lauren Phibbs    Ms. Caitlin Cresswell 

570-966-8276     570-966-8327 

lphibbs@mifflinburg.org   ccresswell@mifflinburg.org 

Athletics – Athletic practices resumed on Monday, January 4, 2021.  All home events taking 

place in the Mifflinburg Intermediate School will be live-streamed on the Mifflinburg Athletics You Tube 

channel.  Please remember that no tickets for athletic events will be sold at the door.  All indoor facilities 

remain limited to 10% occupancy, and attendance at athletic events will be strictly by invitation only with 

a previously-issued ticket.   

Transportation – Please be advised that all bus routes will resume exactly as they were prior to 

going virtual.  All approximate pick-up and drop-off times are reinstated with the exception of 

Wednesday afternoon drop-off.  Wednesdays will be on a three-hour early dismissal schedule. 

   Building Updates – Please see a brief recap from each of our School Principals.   
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High School – Mifflinburg High School had a successful December doing remote instruction.  

The daily absence rate has fallen to 11.5 students absent per day.  Students are making progress through 

their classes on the curriculum schedule and will be prepared for Spring Keystone testing.  Teachers have 

adapted well to the live classroom remote model and are working in whole class, small groups, and with 

individual students on a regular basis.  The technology department has done a fantastic job keeping 

students connected and online for their live classes.   

To help boost and maintain morale, the RISE Team organized a holiday gift card giveaway, with 

faculty and staff surprising winning students at their homes.  150 gift cards were given to students via 

random drawing as well as $50 gift cards given to families in need. On the last half day before break, 

teachers organized a trivia game for students to play.  Winter sports were suspended, and students and 

families are looking forward to getting back in action this week.  Clubs are also beginning to meet again 

and students from the TSA club are looking forward to getting back to work.   

The Mifflinburg eLearning Academy has maintained approximately 200 students fulltime 

enrolled with a few students returning to the brick and mortar classroom.   

 

Middle School – The Mifflinburg Area Middle School continues to experience enormous success 

with the remote learning model.  Before the holiday break, we focused on personalizing what every 

student needed to be successful.  Teachers worked diligently to make sure all students were caught up 

with instructional work before the break.  We asked for parent support and partnership in making sure 

their students were completing required assignments.  As part of our professional staff, we want to thank 

our parents and students for participating with our remote instruction and educational processes. The 

remote learning attendance has continued to be around 97 percent per day.  This attendance rate displays 

the investment to education within our community and all of us here at the Middle School are very 

grateful for the commitment to education from our District.  

Moving forward with 2021, we are focusing currently on new material in all classes.  We have 

implemented extra supports for our students with homework help.  Homework help will be offered once 

again every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 2:45 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. and also from 7:00 p.m. to 

8:00 p.m.  The Wednesday afternoon session will be virtual.  The homework offering invites any students 

needing assistance to be supported.  As we draw closer to the end of this marking period on January 26th, 

we are asking parents to check E-School Data and partner once again with helping students ensure work 

completion.  Teachers will be sending emails and updating the E-School portal daily in support. 

Students will continue to receive weekly emails from teachers planning out instruction. Parents 

are reminded to check our Middle School website and look at our weekly continuation of educational 

plans from each grade level staff member.  Parents if you have questions please keep in mind that 

professional staff by grade level are available for video conferencing.  Here are the daily openings for 

parents to speak with the grade level teams. (6th Grade Team -7:45 a.m. to 8:30 a.m., 7th Grade Team 

9:15 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., 8th Grade Team from 12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m., and Related Arts Team from 1:45 

p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  Please feel free to contact the school through our front office requesting a meeting.  

The number is 570-966-8301.  

In closing, parents, please continue to inform the school of any illness of students and effects of 

having to quarantine. We appreciate your attention in this matter as part of helping to keep all of us safe 

during this pandemic. 

 

Intermediate School – December found students at the Intermediate School in our virtual 

learning model learning remotely from home.  Intermediate School staff worked hard to establish a virtual 

learning schedule and routine with their students.  Overall, our students did a great job during the month 

of December while they were learning from home.  The staff at the Intermediate School missed our 

students during this typically festive time of the school year.  We held a virtual Holiday Spirit Dress 

Week during the last week of school before our holiday break.  Through a coordinated effort with The 

National Beef Company, we were able to support several families in need during the holiday season.  Mr. 

Doug Walter delivered student-made holiday cards to veterans in the Hollidaysburg VA Nursing Home to 

help spread some holiday cheer earlier in the month.  The staff at the Intermediate School are proud of the 

work our students achieved during the month of December in our virtual learning model.  We want to 

thank all of our families for their support during this period of virtual learning.     



 

 

 

Elementary School –As we bring Virtual Learning to an end on January 8th, I want to personally 

thank all parents, guardians, and care providers for the hard work, dedication, and patience you displayed 

while supporting your children and our students in this new platform for learning. While I know it wasn’t 

an easy transition for all families, I cannot be prouder of the outcome. With increased student attendance 

rates, high quality work being handed in, and the continued communication with teachers and myself, I 

am confident our students continued to learn and grow during this time. The MES teachers and staff, once 

again, rose above and beyond to ensure that learning NEVER stopped. I cannot be more grateful to work 

with such a wonderful staff and supportive community. 

As we continue through the school year, one of our building goals is to increase family 

engagement. In February we will roll-out our One District, One Book activity at the Elementary and 

Intermediate Schools. Please be on the look-out for further information. 

Starting Wednesday, January 13th, and continuing every Wednesday until further determined, all 

students will be dismissed 3 hours early. For the Elementary School, this means dismissal will begin at 

12:30. Dismissal procedures will be the same as any other day, just 3-hours early. 

As the weather begins to change, we continue to hold recesses and gym classes outside as much 

as possible. We understand the importance of fresh air, especially during this time. It is imperative that 

students come to school fully prepared to be outside for recess and gym class. 

On Monday, January 11th, all students will return to the brick-and-mortar setting for instruction. 

We are all very excited to welcome our students back and will immediately begin to follow our regular 

daily schedules when in school. Please know that students will continue to be expected to bring their 

iPad/Chrome Book to school daily and it will return home each night. We continue to ask that you send 

the device to school with your child fully charged and ready to be used for daily instruction within the 

classroom. 

On behalf of the staff of our District, we look forward to welcoming back our students on 

Monday!  Have a safe and great weekend! 

 

      Very truly yours, 

      DANIEL R. LICHTEL 

      Superintendent 
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